
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 85-128

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MONTEREY MUSHROOMS, INC.
MORGAN HILL, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter cal led the Board), finds that:

I. Monterey Mushrooms, Inc. (hereinafter cal led the
discharger), by a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) dated
January 25, 1985, has appl led for a permit to operate a
Class II surface Impoundment at its Morgan HI I I facll ity.
This facility Is located at the Intersection of Santa Teresa
Boulevard and Miramonte Avenue, approximately two miles
north of Morgan Hill. The facility occupies approximately
70 acres and has been an operating mushroom farm for over 20
years. It was purchased by Monterey Mushrooms from
Ralston-Purina in 1982. The surrounding land is zoned
agricultural and is used for orchards, flower growing, and
pasture.

2. Wastewater at the mushroom farm consists of drainage from
Irrigation of mushroom growing and spawning beds, wash-down
water, blowdown from boilers and a cooling tower, and
miscellaneous process and clean-up operations. At the time
that the Report of Waste Discharge was filed average
wastewater flow was 70,000 gal Ions per day. The appl icant
believes that reductions in water usage can reduce
wastewater flow to 43,000 gal Ions per day. The wastewater
contains suspended solids, oi I and grease, dissolved sol Ids,
biological and chemical oxygen demands, and nitrogen
species, in concentrations which exceed existing ground and
surface water qual ity in the vicinity of the facl I ity.
Several of these constituents are present in concentrations
which exceed appl icable water qual ity standards or
guidelines. This wastewater is currently disposed of to an
unlined evaporation/percolation pond.

Bedding from horse stables is composted on site to produce a
substrate for mushroom growth and spawning. Spent compost
(that Is, compost which has been used as a substrate for
mushroom growing and spawning) is also stored on site. Both
of these operations might also cause water quality related
problems.




























